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Seattle Claims Adjusters Association 

Celebrating over 75 years of service to the claims community — Founded in 1930 
“A professional organization dedicated to the ongoing education of the claims community. 

Providing an arena for member interaction and the sharing of resources.” 

Bob Haggerty, who passed away at the 
tender age of 51 while scuba-diving with 
his wife in Hawaii on November 13, per-
sonified everything that is good about a 
man, husband, father and brother. He was 
fun-loving, adventurous, and enthusias-
tic. His most important quality, in the 
view of many, was his ability to make 
everyone with whom he interacted believe 
he or she was Bob's "best friend". Bob had 
character and integrity, was passionate 
about his family, his work and his friends. 

Bob handled complex claims from the lo-
cal community to faraway spots through-
out the world, making friends as he went 
along. He had that special ability to make 
sense out of the most complicated claims 
and bring them to a conclusion which sat-
isfied all the parties.  

SCAA is honored to have had Bob as a 
past president and our members are devas-
tated by the loss of this wonderful guy. He 
will be forever missed.  

In Memory of 
Bob Haggerty 

SCAA Past President 1994-95 
November 13, 2006 

 Remembrances may be made to 

World Vision 
PO Box 9716 

Federal Way, WA 98063-9716 
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Meeting Information 
Please keep in mind that we’d like to start and end promptly during our monthly meetings. 
Here is the timeline for each meeting: 

11:30 a.m.  Registration 
11:45 a.m.  Buffet 
12:00 p.m.  Meeting Called to Order 
  1:00 p.m.  End of Meeting 

Please arrive on time and have your cash or check (payable to SCAA) ready. We appreci-
ate your cooperation and assistance. 

Date Speaker/Topic 

Dec 
15 

TCAA Holiday Party 
La Quinta Inn 

Visit www.tacomaadjusters.org for more info 

Jan 
19 

SCAA Meeting 
See details below 

Feb 
16 

SCAA Meeting 
and Bowling!!! 

March 
23 

SCAA/TCAA Spring Seminar & Vendor Fair 
Please note NEW DATE! 

Next Meeting of the SCAA 
 

January 19, 2007 
The Swedish Club, 1920 Dexter Ave North, Seattle, WA 

 

Program 
TBA 

 
Cost 

$13 Members 
$20 Non-Members 

Time 
11:30 a.m. 

 
It is now important for you to RSVP if you are going to attend our luncheon 

meetings. Do so through our website or contact Julie Benedict at 
julie.benedict@grange.com. Thank you! 



SCAA December 2006 Web News —3 

 

     lquemie 
  ublishing      
     nk 

Tailored services for 
nonprofit organizations 

“The next best thing 
to a volunteer!” 

Barb Tyler 
(541) 937·2611 

Fax: (541) 937-4286 
npassist@msn.com 

PO Box 87, Dexter, Oregon  97431 

WWW.ALQUEMIEPUBLISHING.COM 

Newsletter Publishing • Executive Assistance • Event Planning 
Now offering Website Development & Maintenance! 

JULZ JEWELS 
— by Julie Benedict, President 

What You’ll Find In Our 24-Page Issue… 
 
Officers & Department Heads .......................................2 
On the Docket — Meeting Calendar .............................2 
Medical Notes................................................................7 
Avoid Becoming a Slip, Trip or Fall Case Study..........11 
Case Study..................................................................17 
Recall Notice ...............................................................19 
Advertising Rate Form for New Advertisers ................20 
Calendar of Other Association Meetings.....................21 
Index of Advertisers.....................................................22 
2006-07 Membership Application................................24 
 

Request your copy by sending an email to npassist@msn.com 

Our November meeting was marred by news of the 
unexpected death of SCAA Past President Bob 
Haggerty. Bob will be missed by his many friends 
and colleagues in the insurance industry. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with his family. 

Many thanks to our November speaker, Joe Cham-
pagne, who made a very interesting presentation on 
the tools used in forensic investigations; and to Tim 
Reid for his legal review. Following our Holiday 
Party in December, our next meeting will be Janu-
ary 19, 2007. We are planning another bowling 
event after the February 16 meeting and then the 
annual SCAA/TCAA Spring Seminar and Vendor 
Fair will be held on March 23. 

As I write this, I don’t have the final details on the 
book drive for Page Ahead, but I want to say “thank 
you” to all of those who made a donation. I know 
the children who receive these books will offer their 
thanks as well! 

As we end another year, I want to wish everyone a 
wonderful holiday and best wishes for a fulfilling 
New Year. � 

The November meeting was another full house! The 
RSVP process is working well. Dean and I are 
greeting our guests and are finding their names 
readily on our RSVP list. Thanks again for the 
RSVPs! 

Our vendor of the month was Bales Cleaning and 
Restoration. Jana Musseau provided comments 
and information on the firm. If you need any litera-
ture, please call Jana at (425) 822-5041. 

We had two $25 drawings and two winners. The 
winner for the adjuster drawing was Dale Swanson 
with PEMCO Insurance. The winner for the vendor 
drawing was Laura Papini with Enterprise Rent-A-
Car. Everyone be sure to place your business cards 
in the appropriate baskets to participate in the ad-
juster and vendor drawings. 

Our “Blue Bucket” winner was 
Sondra Gallagher with Grange 
Insurance who was present to 
win!  We hadn’t had a winner 
for the last two drawings and 
the funds were rolled into the next monthly draw-
ing. Sondra went home with $150. The next draw-
ing will be in January and will be for $50. 

A special thanks and recognition to our vendors 
who provided door prizes, i.e. gift baskets, gift cer-
tificates, prizes, etc. ServPro donated a gift certifi-
cate won by Sondra Gallagher with Grange Insur-
ance. MDE Inc. donated a gift basket won by 
Roger Howson of Claims Dispute Resolution. Paul 
Davis Restoration donated a gift won by Kathy 
Aubuchon with WCI. Thanks again Vendors! 

Tim Reid, Attorney at Law, presented two case re-
views: Ballard Square Condominium Owners Asso-
ciation v. Dynasty Construction Company; and 
1000 Virginia Limited Partnership v. Vertecs Cor-
poration. Thanks Tim! 

Our guest speaker was Joseph Champagne with 
Case Forensics. Joe provided a presentation on the 
various types of special equipment used in forensics 
investigations. Case Forensics had four drawings 

(See Full House… continued on page 4) 

 
Another Full House  
— by James West, SCAA Secretary 
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Case Study 
Suits Against 

Dissolved Corporations 

— by Jeffrey D. Eberhard 

How long after a corporate entity ceases to exist can 
it be sued in Washington? That was the question 
brought before the Washington Supreme Court re-
cently in a construction defect case brought against 
a dissolved construction company. In Ballard 
Square Condo Owners Ass'n v. Dynasty Constr. 
Co., --- P.3d ----, WL 3233892 (Wash., Nov. 9, 
2006), a condominium project in Seattle (Ballard 
Square) was developed, built, and sold by Dynasty 
Construction Company. The project was completed 
in December 1992 and Dynasty was administra-
tively dissolved effective October 1995. By late 
1996, the owners of the individual condominiums 
began noticing leaks in the above-ground walls of 
the condominiums. Inspections conducted in 1997 
revealed severe water damage as a result of Dy-
nasty's failure to comply with applicable building 
laws and failure to follow sound construction stan-
dards. Repair estimates exceeded $1.4 million. 

On October 8, 2002, the Ballard Square Condomin-
ium Owner's Association brought a breach of con-
tract action against Dynasty. The trial court granted 
summary judgment in Dynasty's favor on the 
grounds that the suit was barred under common law 
principals because Dynasty had been dissolved. The 
court of appeals affirmed. 

The Washington Supreme Court also affirmed, but 
for a different reason. The Supreme Court first 
noted that under the law that existed at the time of 
trial, the suit should have been allowed to continue. 
However, in 2006 the Washington legislature 
amended the statutes that controlled suits against 
dissolved corporations. Under RCW 23B.14.340, as 
amended, suits against dissolved corporations must 
now be filed within either two years of the corpora-
tion's dissolution (for corporations dissolved before 
June 7, 2006) or within three years of dissolution 
(for corporations dissolved after June 7, 2006). Be-
cause Dynasty's effective date of dissolution was 
October, 1995, Ballard Square's suit became time-
barred no later than October, 1997 under the provi-
sions of the amended statute. The court rejected 
plaintiff's arguments that the rule should not be ap-

plied retroactively, finding that the plain language 
of the statute revealed the legislature's intent that it 
apply to actions arising before its effective date. 
The fact that Ballard Square actually filed suit be-
fore the amendment went into effect did not change 
the court's analysis. All claims against dissolved 
corporations, even pending claims, are subject to 
the terms of the amended statute. The case was 
properly dismissed. � 

— If you want to be notified of new cases, please send an 
email to caseupdate@smithfreed.com. 
This article is intended to inform our clients and others about legal matters of 
current interest. It is not intended as legal advice. Readers should not act 
upon the information contained in this article without seeking professional 
counsel.  

Claims Pointer 
Under a 2006 amendment to Washington law, plain-
tiffs seeking to bring claims against a dissolved cor-
poration must file suit within two years of the effec-
tive date of dissolution (if the corporation was dis-
solved before June 7, 2006) or within three years of 
the effective date of dissolution (if the corporation 

was dissolved after June 7, 2006). RCW 23B.14.340. 
These deadlines apply retroactively to all claims 

against dissolved corporations, regardless of when the 
claim arose or whether or not suit has already been 

filed in court. 

after the presentation. The drawings were spear-
headed by Vicky Horton. The winners were Deb-
orah Jette, Sheryl Jones, Trevor Arnold and 
Mark Jensen.  Thanks, Case Forensics! 

If a Vendor would like to sponsor a dessert, please 
contact an SCAA officer. Your interest will be 
communicated directly with the caterer. After the 
meeting we should know the charge from the ca-
terer, since the fare is based on actual headcount. 

The Christmas party will be on Friday, December 1, 
and will be in lieu of our December meeting. 

See everyone at the January meeting! � 

Full House… (Continued from page 3) 
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Most of the time we publish articles that contain 
medical topics of interest to our clients’ business 
life. In this case, we’ve chosen a topic in the medi-
cal field that covers an important issue for everyone 
to consider in their personal life. 

An Advanced Directive is a document that tells 
your doctor and family what kind of medical care 
you would want (or would not want) if you become 
terminally ill and cannot speak for yourself. An ad-
vanced directive takes effect only if you cannot ex-
press your wishes; for example, if you are in a 
coma. 

A Living Will, one type of advanced directive. This 
document informs healthcare providers what kind 
of treatment you would want (or refuse to have) if 
you were dying and unable to speak for yourself, or 
if you were becoming permanently unconscious. 
For example, you may state that you would not 
want to be kept alive on a breathing machine if you 
were unconscious with no hope of recovery. 

A Living Will does not prevent you from getting 
medical care if you are sick or injured. It simply 
informs healthcare providers about what kind of 
care you would want if you were dying and could 
not speak for yourself. You can cancel or change 
the instructions at any time. 

A Durable Power of Attorney for Healthcare, also 
called a Healthcare Proxy or Surrogate, is another 
type of advanced directive. It is used to name some-
one you can trust to make healthcare decisions for 
you if you cannot speak for yourself. Like a Living 
Will, it takes effect only if you cannot make medi-
cal decisions for yourself. The person you name 
must be at least 18 years old and usually cannot be 
your doctor or other healthcare provider. 

What Type of Advanced Directive Do I Need? 

The American Bar Association (ABA) recommends 
that you have both a Living Will and a Durable 
Power of Attorney for Healthcare. Although a Liv-
ing Will is more detailed, it may not cover a medi-

 cal situation you experience in the future. In that 
case, having a Durable Power of Attorney lets the 
trusted relative or friend make decisions about a 
situation or treatment not covered in your Living 
Will. 

Living Wills and Durable Powers of Attorney for 
Healthcare are for everyone, not just older adults. A 
sudden illness or an accident can happen to anyone 
at any time. 

How Can I Prepare an Advanced Directive? 

The best time to prepare any Advanced Directive is 
when you are feeling well. Discuss your wishes 
with your family and with anyone you need to make 
decisions for you, so they will know what you 
would want if you become seriously ill. It is impor-
tant to be sure that the person you name in your Du-
rable Power of Attorney is willing and able to make 
the decisions that you are asking of them. 

Your healthcare provider or local hospital can pro-
vide you with the forms to fill out. If you are admit-
ted to a hospital, you will be asked if you have an 
Advanced Directive; if you do not, the hospital can 
give you the forms you want. For forms and an 
ABA tool kit, see the selected websites at the end of 
this article. 

You do not need a lawyer to write your Advanced 
Directive, but you may want one to help you. Fol-
low legal requirements (outlined on the form) for 
preparing valid documents and make sure you put 
the date on your document. Usually, you will need 
two people to witness your signature; some states 
also require you to have your signature notarized. 
Make several copies of your Advanced Directive. 
Keep one for yourself and give others to your doc-
tors, lawyer, family members, and friends. Take 
copies of these documents if you are being admitted 
to a hospital or nursing home. If your wishes 
change, write new documents and destroy the old 
ones. � 

Visit these websites: American Bar Association’s consumer's 
toolkit for healthcare advanced planning: www.abanet.org/
aging/toolkit/home.html. Forms for all 50 states, also provides 
a service to register your Advanced Directive: 
www.uslivingwillregistry.com/forms.shtm 

Medical Notes 

Advanced Directive 
Article provided by Health Cost Management 


